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 Is RJI applicable to all types of offenses in the

Republic of China ?

- Basically, cases of child abuse and victimless offenses are

not included. In the initial stage, RJI is mainly applicable
to minor offenses, which are sentenced up to a maximum
of three-year imprisonment by court of second instance,
such as offenses of larc'eny, causing injury, criminal
conversion, fraudulent and extortion. Other cases can also
be included if they are regarded as appropriate after
evaluation. Details are available by contacting individual
District Prosecutors Office.

* At which stages of the criminal justice process can RJI

be applied ?

* RJI is available at every stage of the criminal justice

process, including investigation, sentencing, enforce-

ment, probation and after-care.

: Who will facilitate the Restorative Justice process ?
* A neutral third party will facilitate the meetings. The

facilitators usually have working experiences in law,
psychology, counselling and social work and have been

trained to run Restorative Justice meetings. Before the
meetings, the facilitator will meet separately with the
victim and the offender and prepare each party for the
opportunity to meet each other. In a Restorative Justice
meeting, the facilitator will be the convenor to help both
parties feel comfortable to express themselves.

Operational Procedures of Restorative
Justice Initiative -(Ministry of Justice)
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Restorative Justice

Executive Unit:

1. Receiving applications
or referrals.

2. Preliminarily
evaluating suitability
and eligibility of offeners
and conducting
interviews with
offenders when
necessary.

Facilitators:

1.Separately contacting
offenders, victims and
other possible important
community members.

2.Confirming the
willingness of all
participants and
evaluating the
appropriateness of
cases.

A friendly, safe, equal
and non-disturbed
environment will be
provided. Dialogues
mainly focus on
discussing the matter,
outcome, influence,
solution of the offense,
who is responsible for
offense and how fo
repair harms.

1.Following up what
victims need and how
offenders implement
the agreement after
dialogues.

2.0ffering diversion
resources hased on
follow-up information.

Restorative Justice

The processes and objectives of Restorative Justice
Helping victims get healed from their hurt

| communications
betweenthe
| involved parties

Assisting offenders to understand the harm caused by the offense, to
admit their mistakes, to sincerely repent and to take responsibility,

and hoping to reduce the risk of recidivism.
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: What is Restorative Justice ?
- Briefly speaking, Restorative Justice is a process through

which parties with a stake in a particular offense
collectively resolve the consequences of the offense. It
brings together all affected parties to talk about how they
feel and discuss what can be done to repair the harm.

- What are the differences between Restorative Justice

and the existing criminal justice system ?

- The existing criminal justice system emphasizes

punishment, paying much attention on offenders,
application of laws and proportionate penalties. Though
the state imposes sanctions on offenders, punishment in
itself sometimes can not directly repair the harm done to
victims, resulting in leaving victims frequently feeling that
they have been treated unfairly by the criminal justice
system. Moreover, offenders serving prison sentences
often feel that they have been punished and need not to
pay compensation to victims.

By contrast, Restorative Justice looks at crime with a new
lens, focusing on restoring the harm caused by offenses. It
aims to help affected parties repair the damage, restore
balance and rebuild broken relationships. Justice is
expected to be fulfilled in the pursuit of truth, respect,
healing, responsibility and restoration.

: What are the governmental institutions in the

Republic of China implementing Restorative
Justice Initiative(RJT) ?

: Currently, there are all District Prosecutors Offices

implementing RJL.



Offense of/llatceny,
m Investigation

/It was so hot that
| picked the fruit.
| was too thirsty,

Mr. Chang found the young man, Hua, plucking the
fruit brutally when he was patrolling his own fruit
farm. Mr. Chang brought Hua to the police station
and insisted to file a case against Hua.

Since you have admitted
stealing fruit, | will grant
deferred prosecution to
you if you agree to pay 20,000 g
dollars to Farmers
Associations.

Prosecutor

Um, | did
steal the fruit.

Hua admitted that he committed a crime in the
police station. The prosecutor simply summoned
Hua to check the facts. Afterwards, the prosecutor
granted deferred prosecution to Hua under the
condition that Hua has to pay 20,000 dollars to
Farmers-Associations.

| only ate a bit of
fruit from your farm,

You, wicked theft,
tealing fruit fromm
farm, why can you still
hang around?
Is the law protecting
bad ?

Mr. Chang had no idea about how the case was
processed; but seeing Hua still hanging around in
the community, Mr. Chang felt no justice at all.

The old law is used in a new way: A real three-way win

Offenselofilfaiceny,
RestorativelJustice]
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| Mr. Chang found the young man, Hua, plucking the

| fruit brutally when he was patrolling his own fruit |
!; farm. Mr. Chang brought Hua to the police station
\and insisted to file a case against Hua.
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Since you have "~
admitted stealing fruit
from Mr.Chang,

would you like to have

a talk with him, if A =Gy
._given a chance? _::”@‘ B b

‘i Hua admitted committing a crime before the |
| Elrosecutor; afterwards, the prosecutor asked both |
| Hua and Mr. Chang if they would like to meet each |
\,other and have a talk. /

Every fruittree is just
like my child. It doesn’t
matter if you just pick
one or two to eat, but |
feel so hurt that my
trees are brutally
damaged. g

| In a Restorative Justice meetin% Mr. Chang explained |
| that every fruit tree is just like his precious child and |
| the way how Hua treated his trees severely hurts his |
\_feelings.

| didn’t realize what | did ™\
would cause great
damage to the fruit trees.
| am very sorry. | would
like to corrpensate your,
i oss.

| don’t need your money,
but | hope you can
understand how much |
value these trees by
taking actions.
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' Hua said he never thought that Mr.Chang would get so |
| hurt. Hua expressed his regret for his misconduct, |
| sincerely apologized and made compensation to

‘. Mr. Chang.

feel grateful that | am
# given an opportunity to
correct my wrongdoings
and that| learn of the
unique value of every 4

| very much
apprecr!haJte_Eyhe
opportuni
gl’\)fen by the
prosecutor to
express my
feelings, and it
turns out that |
gotagreat

A helper!

| Mr. Chang accepted Hua’s apology without asking for
| any compensation. What he wants is that Hua can |
{ com& tl? the farm on holidays, looking after fruit trees |
N
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| Restorative Justice can restore the relationship between
| offenders and victims, and further build up a more |
\harmonious society.



